


Yoshud Okon, White

Five Minutes,” is a book containing drawings and
texts that detailed everything that happened to
her over the weekend of the event - more or less
at five minute intervals. Every hour or two she would
add the latest pages detailing her experience to the
book which was displayed on a little desk out in the
desert at the very end of Wonder Valley. (Sort of like
an analogue Instagram before social media existed)

Ry Rocklen performed High/Dry Lullabye as the sun
was setting on a patch of carpet in the middle of
Sunfair Dry Lake Bed. Dressed up as Lion Man, Ry
used a 1950s vacuum (complete with headlight) to
suck up the dust he was was continuously sprinkling
on the carpet as he went along.

Beach House #3 by Pentti Monkkonen was a night-
time performance at the Palms where a group of
drummers started playing a beat on a series of big
wooden sculptures and there was a huge black and
gold striped geodesic egg that was set up on legs
shaped like inverted pyramids. - Pentti emerged
from the egg in a giant orange cockroach costume
and began to runaround until finally an exterminator
(I think that was Liz Craft?!) came and sprayed him
with a fire extinguisher.

ANEXITINTERVIEW WITH ANDREA ZITTEL

Yoshua Okon’s White Russians was a performance
that took place in the Wonder Valley home of the
Akiens family. Yoshua collaborated with the Akiens
and their friends to create a performance of one
big fictional family, that people come and visit
(in their home) throughout the weekend. Visitors
were offered drinks (White Russians) and then
the Akiens and friends would spontaneously do
these scripted actions every 20 minutes or so. For
instance, they would all sing a Western song, or a
fight would break out where Joshua and the guests
would get kicked out, etc. | thought this was a really
charged piece and liked that it played off of the fears
and fantasies that urban people often have about
people who live out in the “middle of nowhere.”

BH: And what are the challenges of presenting
an event like HDTS? Have there been individual
projects that have been particularly challeng-
ing to produce/present? How have those proj-
ects become successes despite the challenges
involved?

AZ: Logistics are a never-ending challenge. Artists

generally create works for HDTS in remote locations
with no power, water, and long drives to any services
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