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Pitzer College Synthetic
Ritual art exhibit
explores ritual using
performance, video and
installation

By Wes Woods I, Staff Writer
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Director andCurator Ciara Ennis, with the Pitzer Art
Galleries in Claremont, talksabout a piece by artist
Lawrence Lemaoana. The show Synthetic Ritualruns
through December 9. ( Will Lester/Staff Photographer)

Ritual is explored in a Pitzer College art gallery
exhibit as a faith-based concept validated within
artistic practice, sport and religion because it
can't be substantiated or proven.

"lt's really bizarre," said Ciara Ennis,
director/curator of Pitzer Art Galleries at Pitzer
College and a co-curator of the Claremont
exhibit.

The ritual concept is a main theme for the Los
Angeles and international artists in the exhibit
Synthetic Ritual who use performance, video and
installation.

The Synthetic Ritual gallery runs from noon to 5
p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays through Dec. 9
inside the Nichols Gallery at the Edythe and Eli
Broad Center at Pitzer College, 1050 N. Mills
Ave. The exhibition continues about 150 yards
away in the Lenzer Gallery at Atherton Hall.

"Ritual can be interpreted in so many different
ways," Ennis said.

Ennis said ritual can also be seen in people who
have afflictions such as obsessive-compulsive
disorder (OCD) like soccer star David Beckham
who lines up soda cans as a part of his repetitive
behavior.

The other curator for the exhibition besides
Ennis is international curator and Milan based art
critic Gabi Scardi.

Ennis met Scardi in July 2010 after the Pitzer
College curator was invited to take part in the
Milan residence program Viafarini-in-residence.

The program gives selected artists and curators
an opportunity to research in Milan.

"It's very prestigious," said Pitzer

College spokeswoman Anna Chang about the
program.
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Ennis said she and Scardi e-mailed each other
ideas for the gallery and put together a list of
potential artists before finishing with 12.

"l love collaborating with someone who works in
a similar way," Ennis said.

Besides art enthusiasts, the exhibit was also
created to be accessible for the general public,
Ennis said.

One of Ennis' favorite pieces is Marcus Coates'
"Journey to the Lower World," a video shot in
London where the artist is shown trying to help
low-income residents living in poor conditions
with a shamanic ritual while wearing a reindeer
head.

"It's something very humorous but serious," Ennis

said, where the social issue does not overpower
the artistic vision.

"I really like his work," Ennis added of Coates'
art.

Other pieces include Albania artist Adrian Paci's
2002 9-minute film on DVD "Vajtojca" (Mourner),
Mexico City artist Yoshua Okon's 2001 work
"Parking Lotus," Los Angeles artist Joel Kyack's
2010 work "Local Records (Hill Street Blues) and
much more.

There were 200 people including students and
people from outside of Claremont for the recent
opening reception of the exhibit, Ennis said.

The exhibit was created to be strong on different
artistic levels.

"To have a very strong, visual impact but also
substance," Ennis said.

For more information, call 909-607-3143, email
pitzer_galleries@pitzer.edu or check the website
www.pitzer.edu/galleries/
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